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The Courier    July—August—September 

Church Events: 
 July 3: Church Council 

 July 11: Church           

Conference 

 July 21-28: Team from      

Arlington First Baptist 

 July 23-27: Schlusser       

Village Soccer Camp, Kids 

Club, & Block Party 

 Aug 7: Church Council 

 Aug 11: Church Picnic 

 Aug 15: Church           

Conference 

 Sept 4: Church Council 

 Sept 8: Pig Roast 

 Sept 12: Church          

Conference 

 

Unity Is The Church’s Perfume 
 

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live           

together in unity!”- Psalm 133:1 

 

 A “song of steps” or Song of Ascents is a title given to each of the    

fifteen psalms from 120 to 134. Four of them are attributed to David, one to 

Solomon, and the other ten give no indication of their author. Though the 

origin of the phrase “Song of Ascents” is obscure, the generally accepted view 

is that the Hebrew term ma’alot (goings up) is a reference to pilgrims going 

up to Jerusalem for the three required festivals. Jerusalem was surrounded 

by mountains, thus such trips involved a literal going up. It is believed by 

some scholars that these psalms were sung on such occasions. 

 Psalm 133 is a focus on praise of brotherly fellowship and unity.   

Unity is a state of being undivided; having oneness; a condition of harmony. 

In the Old Testament central to the faith of Israel is the confession of the 

unity of God: “Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is One” (Deut. 6:4). 

Because God is one, one set of laws was to apply to both Israelites and       

foreigners (Num. 15:16). Human history is a store of sin’s disruption of God’s 

ordained unity. 

 In the New Testament Jesus prayed that His disciples would           

experience unity modeled in the unity that Jesus experienced with the       

Father. Such unity verified Jesus’ God-sent mission and the Father’s love for 

the world. Jesus’s prayer for unity was realized in the life of the earliest 

church. The first believers were together in one place; they shared their    

possessions and were of one heart and soul. 

 (continued on the following page) 
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Unity Is The Church’s Perfume continued 

Just as in the Old Testament, sin threatened the God-ordained unity. In every circumstance, however, the Holy Spirit 

led the church in working out creative solutions that challenged the church to go beyond dissension to ministry. Paul 

spoke repeatedly of believers as “one body in Christ,” which transcends varieties of giftedness and human labels. For 

Paul the unity of the church reflects the unity of the Godhead; one God, one Lord, 

and one Spirit. Christian unity has various aspects: the shared experience of Christ as 

Lord and confession of Christ in baptism; the shared sense of mission; the shared 

concern for one another; and the shared experience of suffering for Jesus’ sake.   

 Psalms 133:1 focuses on a balanced application of unity for the church body. 

It is both good and pleasant for the church body to be in unity. Good implies what 

we ought to be: God requires what is good; it is our duty. Pleasant implies what we 

want to be: what we rejoice in; our delight. If unity was only good then our duty could 

feel like a burden and cause pressure. However, it is both good and pleasant, we 

should take joy in being unified together! 

How then should we be unified? 

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 

humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 

called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”           

-Ephesians 4:1-6  

Paul’s transition from doctrine to duty, principle to practice, position to behavior is highlighted in the above verses. 

Although in prison, he exhorts the church of Ephesus on the unity and maturity in the body of Christ. 

 Individually: The first instruction of this verse is about our personal daily walk with Christ and our daily       

conduct. Living “Worthy” has the idea of living to match one’s position in Christ. Paul urged his readers to be   

everything the Lord desires and empowers them to be. “Humble”; humility, the most foundational Christian virtue 

is the quality of character commanded in the first beatitude, and describes the noble grace of Christ. “Gentle” or 

meekness is an inevitable product of humility; it refers to that which is mild-spirited and self-controlled. “Patient” 

means long-tempered, and refers to having a resolved patience that is an outgrowth of humility and gentleness. All 

of these qualities will commit us to “bearing with one another in love.” Humility, gentleness, and patience 

are reflected in a forbearing love for others that is continuous and unconditional. 

 Spiritually: The Spirit-bestowed oneness of all true believers has created the bond of peace, the spiritual cord 

that surrounds and binds God’s holy people together. This bond is love. In this passage, Paul emphasizes that    

although they [the Trinity] have unique roles, they are completely unified in every aspect of the divine nature and 

plan.  It was Jesus’ desire for all believers to experience this same unity: 

 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them 

may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in them and 

you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have 

loved them even as you have loved me.” -John 17:20-23 

 

 Theologically: “One body”, the church, the body of Christ, is composed of every believer since Pentecost without 

distinction, by the work of the “one Spirit”. “One hope”, this is the pledge and promise of eternal inheritance given 

each believer and sealed to each believer by the one Spirit. “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God” , we believe  

and serve only the one true living God. 

“Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 

whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came 

and through whom we live. –1st Corinthians 9:6 
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Etta, Holly, and Zoe decided to 

outwardly express their faith 

in Jesus Christ by taking the 

next step of obedience. 

 NEW BEGINNINGS CLASS 

Are you interested in joining 

our church?  

Do you have questions about 

membership? 

Please see Pastor Ed or                

Pastor Clint.  

Lunch and child care are provided 

for those attending the new          

beginnings class. 

New Members to 

the Carlisle Baptist 

Family! 
 

Tommy Kolleh 

Lillie Weah-Doe 

EXPERIENCING GOD BIBLE STUDY 

Knowing and Doing the Will of God 

 

Have you ever wondered if God speaks to you? 

How He speaks to you? What does He want you to do? 

This study will use  biblical principles to teach you how to: 

Know when God is speaking to you 

Recognize His activity around you 

Adjust your life to Him and His ways 

Identify what God wants to do through you 

Respond to His activity in your life 

 

Monday, August 13 @ 6:30 pm 

Pastor Ed will hold an introductory session for 

those interested in more details about this study. 

August 19, 2018 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwitoeHW_-PKAhWKPiYKHfp3Bo8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Fhappy-new-year-best-christian-wishes-quotes-cards-messages%2F&psig=AFQjCNGGxDMYhzp0zeSBlaUo1IWQ


 

“Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and 

necessities and identifying Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal 
obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin, He was 

raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His 
crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully 

God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory 
to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever   

present Lord. 

“God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us!” Romans 5:8 

 

The Eternal Son of God 

The full deity and full humanity of Christ are fundamental to true Christianity. The Bible affirms the preexistence of 
Christ – His existence with the Father before the creation of the world. Just before His crucifixion Jesus prayed to the 
Father, remembering “that glory I had with You before the world existed” (John 17:5). As with the Father there never 
was a time when Jesus did not exist or will not exist. 

The Bible identifies Christ as the agent of creation. “All things were created through Him, and apart from Him nothing 
has been created” John 1:3. 

 

The Birth of Christ 

Christ’s coming in human form is called the incarnation. He was literally God in human flesh. As John put it, the eternal 
Word “became flesh and took up residence among us” (John 1:14). He who made the universe came into His own       
creation to save His people. This is the distinctive truth of the Christian faith: in Jesus God came and dwelled among us.  

His birth was no ordinary birth. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was born to the virgin Mary. The doctrine of 
the virgin birth is central to understanding who Jesus is. He came in true human flesh, though He was not conceived by a 
human father. This is a miracle that is beyond our full understanding, but it affirms the supernatural nature of Christ’s 
birth and the fact He was conceived without sin. Thus, He can identify with our humanity without the stain of sin. 

 

The Death of Christ 

Why did Jesus have to die? God long ago told the people that a blood sacrifice was required for the forgiveness of sin. 
The work of Christ on the cross met the demands of the righteousness of God against sin, both satisfying the require-
ments of God’s justice and canceling the guilt of man.  Paul further emphasized that Christ’s death simultaneously 
showed God’s mercy and righteousness, “so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who had faith in 
Jesus” (Romans 3:26). 

 

The Resurrection and Ascension of Christ 

God’s power raised Jesus from the dead. The resurrection of Christ is the basis of our hope and the proof of Christ’s    
victory over sin and death. Without the resurrection Jesus Christ is merely the victim of human conspiracy that ended on 
the cross. Raised from the dead, Christ is revealed as both Savior and Lord. 

 

The Return of Christ 

The return of Jesus Christ is referred to more than 380 times in the New Testament. The Bible clearly reveals that Christ 
is coming again – this time in power and in glory. When He returns, He will claim His church, complete His mission, 
bring all things to consummation, judge the world, and be revealed as Lord of all creation. Christ’s return will be bodily, 
visible, glorious, and triumphant. Christians look to Christ’s return with anticipation and hope, knowing God’s purposes 
will be accomplished and Christ will claim His church and vindicate His people. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Charles Kelly, Richard Land,  R. Albert Mohler, The Baptist Faith & Message, (Nashville,  2007 LifeWay Press),  39-49 
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What does it benefit to be unified? 

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers to equip his people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge 

of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no   

longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 

become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined 

and held tighter by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”             

-Ephesians 4:11-16  

As evidence by His perfect fulfillment of His Father’s will, Christ possessed the authority and sovereignty to assign the 

spiritual gifts to those He has called into service in His church. He not only gave gifts, but gifted men to lead fellow 

Christians from sin to obedience by instruction through the Scriptures. Spiritual service is required of every Christian, 

not just the church leaders. The church is to be edified spiritually, nurtured, and developed in three ways:  

 “unity in the faith”: Faith in this verse refers to the body of revealed truth that constitutes Christian teaching, 

particularly featuring the complete content of the gospel. Oneness and harmony among believers is possible only 

when it is build on the foundation of sound doctrine. 

 “the knowledge of the Son of God”: This does not refer to salvation knowledge but to the deep knowledge of 

Christ that a believer comes to have through prayer, faithful study of His Word, and obedience to His commands. 

 “the fullness of Christ”: God wants every believer to manifest the qualities of His Son, who is Himself the 

standard for their spiritual maturity and perfection 

 

Evangelism is most effective when the truth is proclaimed in love. This can be accomplished only by the spiritually 

mature believer who is thoroughly equipped in sound doctrine. Without maturity, the truth can be cold and love little 

more than sentimentality. Christians are to be completely yielded and obedient to the Lord’s will, subject to His      

controlling power and Christlike in all areas of their lives. The church as a body whose head is Christ (who has the 

power for producing mature, equipped believers) will produce godly, biblical growth from every member of the body 

when those members fully use their spiritual gifts, and through full submission to the Holy Spirit and cooperation 

with other believers. 

 

For the church to be most effective in honoring and fulfilling God’s commands to  

the Great Commission we must focus on unity with God and each other. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey   

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.” -Matthew 16-20 

 

Join me today by making a pledge to help our church to be more effective in bonding together in unity so that we can 

grow to be mature believers in Christ through our personal walk with Christ, using our spiritual gifts to support the 

church body, and prayerfully focusing on God’s Great Commission to reach those that do not know Him. 

                              -Brandy Sparkman 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

www.gotquestions.org/Songs-of-Ascent.html, (Accessed 4/19/2018) 

John Piper, www.desiringgod.org/labs/unity-is-the-churchs-perfume, (Accessed 4/19/2018) 

John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible, (Grand Rapids,  2013 Zondervan),  1810-1812 



 

QUARTERLY REVIEW 
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In April, we started the quarter with the On Mission            

Celebration Rally and Meal, where we connected with        

Michael Mattar, and heard stories from eleven of our        

missionaries from the International Mission Board and the 

North American Mission Board. They shared stories of how 

they are spreading the good news of Jesus Christ in unique 

and different ways. The following day we enjoyed a sermon 

by Michael Mattar, a North American Mission Board         

language missionary, originally from Liberia. He was well 

received by our church family, and he 

took great joy in meeting and fellow-

shipping with us through the weekend.   

Michael was also instrumental in coor-

dinating our efforts to support a group 

of children in need of a school in    

Salala, a district in the Bong County of 

Liberia.   
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PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY 

Join us every Wednesday at 

10am and 6:30pm for a time of 

prayer and bible study. 

Church members who wish to attend our 

monthly Church Conference it is held          

immediately after both morning and 

evening bible study the 2nd  Wednesday 

of each month. 

WORSHIP TEAM  

Worship Team Practice is held every 

Friday at 5:00pm 

Everyone is invited to attend the practice 

and join the team during Worship on   

Sunday mornings. 

For details please see Dottie Wettstein             

or Mary Weigle. 

DEPRESSION SUPPORT GROUP 

“The LORD is close to 
the brokenhearted 

and saves those who 
are crushed in spirit”   

Psalm 34:18 
 

 

Why do I feel so down 
when my faith should lift 

me up? 

 

Come join our Support Group for those  feeling 
any kind of depression. 

Please see Mary Becraft or Debbie Shull 
for more details. 

The group meets in the Church Fellowship 
Hall every other Tuesday at 1pm. 

 YOUTH GROUP 

Our youth group provides an 

environment where teenagers 

can feel worthy, discuss       

Biblical teachings and           

applications to their individual 

lives, develop strong friendships with other Christians, 

and learn to avoid temptations while also witnessing to 

others. Our wonderful teacher, Lisa Wilson, works with 

students from grades 7-12  during our Sunday School, 

Youth Group, and Youth Event activities, building our 

teenagers up in a Christ-like manner. 

 

YOUTH GROUP is held the first Thursday of each 

month at 6:30pm. 

July 5th; August 2nd; September 6th 

YOUTH EVENT is held the third Saturday of every 

month. Location and time varies depending on the 

event.  

July 21st; August 19th; September 15th  
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THIS QUARTER 
We are gearing up for our outreach ministry to Schlusser     

Village in July. The team from Arlington First Baptist Church 

in North Carolina will be returning to help support us conduct 

the soccer camp and kids club programs. 

Schlusser Village Kids 

Club & Soccer Camp 

Soccer Camp 

 July 23-26 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon  

Kids Club 

July 23-25, 27 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm                 

(Block Party Friday July 27) 

 

We will need many volunteers to make this pro-

gram a success.  Please see Greg Keefer for more 

information. 

Carlisle C.A.R.E.S. 

We support Carlisle C.A.R.E.S. in their effort 

to  serve the needs of those without a home by    

collecting items for them to aid those in need 

in our local area. 

 

This quarter we are  

collecting: 

 

Women’s Deodorant, 

Shampoo, Lotion, 

Combs/Brushes, Coffee, 

& Creamer 

There is  a collection 

box at the lower level 

entrance. 

Project 
Share 

 

Our church 
pledges to send $80 per month 
to Project Share to help them 
buy beef stew. You can donate 
to Project Share through the 

church by designating “Project 
Share” and the amount on your 

offering envelope. 

August 11 

More details coming soon 
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Although VBS planning was well underway in May, 

we made time to celebrate Mother’s on their special 

day, by honoring three beautiful women in our 

church. The ladies enjoyed fellowship together over 

tea, snacks, and games at the Ladies Tea.              

Pennsylvania voters were able to vote locally by use 

of our church facilities. Also, we hosted a New              

Beginnings class to share more details about       

Carlisle Baptist Church with individuals in pursuit 

of church membership.     
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In June, our main focus was Vacation Bible School. Gearing 

up to help children learn about getting into life’s big game, 

was an effort by many volunteers. Thank you again to each 

volunteer that made this year’s VBS a success! During VBS 

the children learned about five important lessons: 1-Jesus 

cares about me;  2-Jesus gives me hope; 3-Jesus helps me 

believe; 4–Jesus loves me; 5-Jesus gives me joy. The        

message of VBS was carried through the snacks, games,     

lessons, and songs each night, and ended with a fun ice 

cream social. Although, VBS did overshadow many of our 

other activities, we also had members attend a Disaster      

Relief Training, celebrate Fathers, and enjoy a church wide 

family cookout.   

Missions 

Salala, Liberia $528.75 
 

Our kids 

raised $528.75 

to help build a 

school for  

children in 

Salala, Liberia! 
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All Star Line Up 

VBS Volunteers 

Kids 

Champions 

of VBS 


